
	  
	  
	  

Formative feedback 
 

 
Overall Comments 
 
You have produced a project that responds to the assignment brief. It’s an 
interesting submission in that it reflects some valid points and your creativity, 
which is really encouraging, but at the same time also evidences a lack of input. 
Your reflective text at times demonstrates a solid personal vision and awareness 
of concept and metaphor. This is really encouraging as it demonstrates that you 
are starting to think deeper about photography and more contemporary practices. 
Some of your photographs evidence greater creativity and respond to your 
reaction to artificial light and conceptual concerns. However, at other times you 
have been too cautious and reverted to a more obvious visual approach. I feel 
that maybe you could have had greater input into the project and took more time 
to review and respond during the production process so please bear this in mind 
for the final assignment. 
 
There is though, a real lack of evidence of research and critical analysis on your 
learning log/blog. This has been pointed out to you previously and particularly in 
the last report. The assessment team will be looking for your research and critical 
input. This is a major part of the assessment criteria so I need to stress that you 
need to improve and include evidence of this before you submit. 
 
 
Please reacquaint yourself with the assessment criteria that can be found on the 
OCA website: 
 
Assessment criteria points 
 

Student name  Ashley Rosser Student number   516543 

Course/Unit  EYV Assignment number   4 

Type of tutorial Written    



• Demonstration of technical and visual skills – Materials, techniques, 
observationalskills, visual awareness, design and compositional skills. (40%). 
 
• Quality of outcome – Content, application of knowledge, presentation of work in 
a coherent manner, discernment, conceptualisation of thoughts, communication 
of ideas. (20%). 
 
• Demonstration of creativity – Imagination, experimentation, invention. (20%). 
 
• Context – Reflection, research, critical thinking. (20%). 
 
 
 
Feedback on assignment  
You have submitted the appropriate number of images and responded to the 
assignment brief. I feel that this is an interesting submission but one that could do 
with refining. It’s appears from your reflective text that you really enjoyed working 
at night and the photographic process. You decided to take images around 6pm 
reflecting the transition from a busy day into a quieter nighttime. I think that you 
have made some valid points within your reflective text that gives an insight into 
your thinking and working methodology. It appears that you were interested in the 
ethereal quality of twilight and the beauty of artificial light. I feel that you also 
started to consider the conceptual qualities of the image rather than just the 
visual. However, I think that you have fallen between two considerations and this 
has affected your final series. I think that you have been torn between producing 
technically correct images and those that express atmosphere and creativity. 
Simply, I feel that you need to have a little more confidence within yourself and 
ideas, try and let your creative and conceptual side shine through more. I feel that 
at times you were too busy trying to wrestle with the colour balance and this was 
distracting you from the content and feeling of the image. Remember you talk 
about the beauty of artificial light and an ethereal quality. I was also impressed 
with the analysis (although minimal) of some of your shots; these being your 
description of the umbrella and the girl on the phone and how you described their 
similarities although very different visually. You are thinking about metaphor, this 
takes your image making to another level; it’s deeper and has greater gravitas. 
The reading of the image takes precedent over the technical qualities - as you 
discuss with Capa’s image. Audiences differ, there is the I suppose traditional 
hobbyist photographer who prizes the technical qualities of the image (colour 
balance, rule of thirds, exposure etc.) and then there is the more informed 
contemporary viewer who is looking to be moved by an image, questioned by it. 
Yes, technical skills are very important but they shouldn’t impact upon creativity 
and the photographers’ voice. I think that you should bear this in mind and think 
about who your audience is after all you are working towards a BA Photography 
with contemporary references. You also touch on some interesting analysis upon 
your window shot and the ‘lonely’ flower. I think that your ideas are good and 



demonstrate creativity, the trick is to reflect this within the visuals and to do this 
you have to be prepared to experiment further with your photography. I feel that 
looking through your contact sheets you again haven’t pushed yourself as much 
as you should. If you break your shoots down you have only really concentrated 
on about 10 different subjects, this is minimal for a brief that asks for 10 final 
images. I think that you need to take more time reflecting upon your shoots and 
the outcomes; do the images connect with your key ideas as discussed above? If 
not be prepared to shoot again. The first image is ambiguous and not descriptive, 
it relies upon the colours and ambience. This feels like a departure for you, it 
demonstrates a more creative side and reflects your wanting to capture the 
beauty of artificial light. The final two images, in contrast are more conservative 
and obvious, it’s not that they are bad images, but they do not reflect so much an 
individual perspective as the others, they are typical shots, you are trying to 
express a more personal vision. It’s better at this point to push and experiment 
with your photography rather than limit your creativity by being overly 
conservative, let yourself go a bit, listen and respond to your creative voice! 
 
Coursework 
 
Continue to work through the coursework, take risks here as this will help develop 
your confidence and conceptual skills. 
 
 
Research 
 
Your reflective text accompanying your project is succinct and gives an indication 
as to your working methodology. You have taken the opportunity to look at and 
respond to some artist references. As I pointed out above you have made some 
really valid and interesting points about your ideas and images, this is really 
encouraging and I’d suggest that you build upon this type of analysis in the final 
assignment and add to it here and maybe previous assignments. 
 
Disappointingly though, you have not responded to my previous points on your 
lack of evidence of research, from my previous report below: 
 
However, I must stress again that you need to further identify your research and 
greater critical input on your blog. The assessment team will be looking for 
evidence of your consistent and analytical input. They will look at your research 
and reflection folder. Presently exhibition and books only has three entries dated 
from March (17)… As I say, the assessment team will look at these folders 
because it’s where they will expect to see your research. You could start by 
reflecting upon the artists that I have suggested you look at in my previous 
reports!   
 



 
 
Suggested reading/viewing  
 
Look at and respond to my previous suggestions within assignment 1 and 2 
reports. 
 
Look at these artists and their use of artificial light for further inspiration: 
 
Rut Bless Luxemburg: 
https://www.theguardian.com/society/gallery/2009/mar/09/rut-blees-luxemburg-
photography 
 
Sophy Rickett: https://sophyrickett.com/work#/photographic-works-1/ 
 
 
 
 
Summary  
 
Strengths Areas for development 
 

• Encouraging consideration of 
project concept 

• Formation of ideas and metaphor 
• Enthusiasm for the assignment 

 
 

 
• Further reflection on contact sheets 
• Lack of evidence of research 
• Disregard for previous tutor 

comments 
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